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in tlie direction of Fismes with, as strong a force ai
possible, to exploit the success of the left wing of the
Second Army. The III. Corps, at the urgent request
of the Seventh Army, and in accordance with the order
of the Second Army Commander, therefore attacked
to-day on the front Conde-Vailly and north-east of it,
in support of the VII. Reserve Corps.

" The enemy is in strength on the whole front of the
First Army, and makes intermittent attacks in various
places. The right wing of the Army, the IX. Corps,
which had been drawn back, was yesterday threatened
by an enveloping attack from about Compiegne on Cuts,
As the IX, Eeserve Corps, belonging to the Seventh
Army, has already been sent by that Army to Noyon,
there is a possibility of preventing the enveloping
movement and forcing the enemy back again.

" The IX. Corps and IX. Reserve Corps are, there-
fore, to attack to-day and drive back the enemy, but
the right flank will be withdrawn again afterwards, and
the IX. Reserve Corps, so far as it is at the disposal of
the First Army, will be echeloned back north of the
Aisne.

" If the 'absence of any clear report by First Army
Headquarters regarding the danger threatening the
right flank of the Armies has given rise to dissatisfaction,
it must be stated that, unfortunately, nothing in the
nature of a clear report could be obtained. Both
cavalry and air reconnaissances have failed during the
past few days. It appears, however, that only strong
French cavalry is advancing north of the Oise, strength
from two to three divisions. The strong column of all
arms, previously reported, is marching from Compiegne
on Noyon. The IL Cavalry Corps has been ordered
to march towards Chauny.